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Old Bridge Republicans response to Democratic scare tactic
Dr. Anita Greenberg, Old Bridge Republican Party Chair, released the following statement today with regard to an article published in the August 25, 2011 Suburban.  “Today I read an article in the Suburban titled ‘Tax rollback proposal leads to political feud’ which apparently was written based on a press release issued by the Old Bridge Democrats.   The article, specifically the quotations from the Democrats, is strewn with fabrications, mischaracterizations and demonstrable lies.”
Dr. Greenberg continued, “During a June Town Council meeting, a resident during the public comment portion of the meeting, asked the members of the Town Council;  who would sign up to lower property taxes in Old Bridge?  All four Republican’s (Brian Cahill, Richard Greene, Lucille Panos & Mary Sohor) raised their hands in support.  The Democrats sat on their hands, including Interim Mayor Gillespie and Mr. Testino.  There was no mention of rolling back taxes to 2005 levels, particularly within a year’s time.  That is completely and totally false.  So yes, the Republicans on the Town Council as well as our candidates (Owen Henry for Mayor, Debbie Walker & Jim Anderson for Council) all agree that taxes should be lower, GUILTY AS CHARGED.”

Councilman Brian Cahill added “Even for the Old Bridge Democrats, this is really beyond sleazy.  They took an innocuous comment by a resident and extrapolated that into accusing us of wanted to slash the Municipal budget and layoff staff.  The Democrats, particularly Gillespie and Testino should be ashamed of themselves, however I am not surprised.  They claim we want to cut the budget in one year by $10M and layoff off 32 police officers, completely and totally false.  Every budget cycle in recent history, they have used these scare tactics with the Police and the Municipal work force.  Well, I am tired of them doing this to our fine employees, stop using them as pawns in a desperate and feeble attempt to hold onto power.”
Owen Henry, candidate for Mayor said “If I am fortunate enough to have the honor of serving as Mayor of this town, I will immediately be faced with a $7M shortfall caused by Mr. Gillespie and his crew.  What I won’t do is slash services and employees.  Being more efficient doesn’t mean less, it means better.  Through a business friendly administration, my plan is to grow revenues, improve services and provide some relief to over-taxed residents”
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